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The Last Will and Testament of Nicholas Robbins

Transcribed by Lawrence G. Robbins

(Note: The following is a transcription of the Will as it appears in the Plymouth Colony Records, Wills, Vol. I, 

Folio 92)

The last Will and Testement of Nicolas Robbins of Duxburrow (late Deceased) exhibited to the generall Court 

holden at New Plym: the 4th of march 1650 upon the oath of John Willis of Duxborrow aforesaid

Know all men by this present Writing that I Nicolas Robbins of the towne of Duxburrow being weake and sick in 

body (but of sound memory) blessed be God; Does make this my last Will and Testament touching my worldly 

goods in mannor and forme following

Imprimis I give to Ann my beloved wife my Dwelling house with the lands adjoyning for her use During her 

naturall life; and after her Decease I give the said lands to my sonn John to him and his heires for ever I allso give 

the one halfe of the lands which I have in the New Plantation and yet not Inhabited to him and his heires for ever 

the other halfe of the said lands I give to my three Daughters Katheren Mary and Hannah to bee Indifferently 

Devided among them; And to bee to them and theire heires for ever also my will is that my bookes shall bee 

Indifferently Devided between my wife and my foure Children 

It I give unto my sonn John one of my cowes which I formerly pmised him It I give to my Daughter Mary one of 

yearling Calves; and to My Daughter Hannah the next Calfe that cometh of my Cowes; or soe much in money 

as`shee may buy a Cow Calfe withall when It is weanable which shal bee paid to her by my executrix within one 

quarter of a year after my Decease; all the Rest of my movable goods I give to my beloved wife whom I make and 

ordeine sole executrix of this my last will and Testament; and whom I Doe heerby Injoyne to make full payment 

of all my Debts which I Doe owe; Toward the payment wherof I appoint one of my yearling Calves to bee sould as 

also the pfitt that shal bee Raised of my Cowes; if any of my Creditors may bee pswaded with; soe long to 

forbeare the payment of theire Debt; If not then my will is that shee shall make such payment to them as they shal 

bee willing to except of; This is the last will and Testament of mee Nicolas Robbins touching my lands and goods 

in Wittnes wherof I have set to my hand and Seale the 7th Day of the twelvth month anno Domi: 1650

Wittnes hereof 

Ralph Partrich

John Willis

Nicolas Robbins (seale)
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********************************************************************************************

Inventory of the Estate of Nicholas Robbins 

Transcribed by Lawrence G. Robbins

(Note: The following is a transcription of the Inventory as it appears in the Plymouth Colony Records, Wills, Vol. 

I, Folio 93)

An Inventory of the goods and Chattles of Nicolas Robbins Deseassed taken and prised anno Domini 1650 by 

John Willis and William Brett and exhibited to the generall Court holden at New Plym: the 4th of March in the 

yeare aforesaid upon the oath of Ann Robbins

Imprimis one bedd and two pillows 2 pounds

It one Rugg 14 shillings

It one pillow and boulster 1 pound

It a set of sheets 12 shillings

It a set of sheets 1 pound

It one barrell 5 shillings

It one bucking tubb 3 shillings

It one wheele 3 shillings

It one kneding trough 1 shilling, 6 pence

It one musket 1 pound

It one sword 7 shillings

It one barrell 2 shillings

It one barrell 2 shillings

It one axe 3 shillings, 6 pence

It 4 earthen potts and 2 panns 3 shillings

It one skillet 6 shillings

It 2 trayes 1 shilling

It one kimnell 1 shilling, 6 pence

It one Cherne 5 shillings

It 2 suits of Clothes and a Coat 1 pound, 15 shillings

It one pair of boots 14 shillings

It 2 Iron potts 12 shillings

It 2 payels 2 shillings

It one wheele 4 shillings

It one sieve 1 shilling

It 3 puter platters 6 shillings

It one bason, 2 pewter potts, a sault seller & 3 spoones 4 shillings

It one Chest 16 shillings

It one hatt 3 shillings

It 2 shirts 5 shillings

It one set of potthookes 1 shilling

It one set of pothangers 3 shillings
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It one brush 1 shilling

It shoomakers working geare 12 shillings

It five books 1 pound

It 13 books 1 pound

It Indian Corn twelve bushells 1 pound, 16 shillings

It one bushell and an halfe of Rye 5 shillings, 3 pence

It one Smothing Iron 2 pence

It one Cow 5 pounds

It one Cow 5 pounds

It one Cow 5 pounds

It 2 yearlings 3 pounds, 10 shillings

It one Calfe 10 shillings

It 2 piggs 10 shillings

The sum is 38 pounds, 13 shillings, 9 pence

John Willis

********************************************************************************************

Making Sense of the Colonial Calendar

by Lawrence G. Robbins

Questions are occasionally raised about the way dates are shown in early American historical documents, 

particularly those in the first three months of the present day calendar, January, February and March. For example, 

in The Nicholas Robbins Family, I noted that Nicholas was recorded as a householder in the "Westend" 

neighborhood of Cambridge on 8 Feb 1635/6. So, why the double date and which one is the correct year, 1635 or 

1636? To help with that answer, a few remarks on the colonial calendar follow.

Prior to the year 1752, when England adopted the Gregorian Calendar, each new year commenced on March 25th. 

In the previous calendar, known as the Julian Calendar, March was recorded as the "first" month of the year. The 

order of the months was the same making February the last or "twelfth" month of the year. Once the new calendar 

was implemented, the first day of the new year became January 1st, the same as we know it today. Thus, when 

historians and genealogists began writing about events that occurred before 1752, they devised various ways to 

account for dates that fell between January 1st and March 24th. One way, as noted in the above example, was to 

show the year as it was actually recorded at the time, followed by a slash and the new year resulting from the 

conversion to the Gregorian Calendar. Other writers use the abbreviation "o. s." following the year to show that 

the year being referred to is given "old style" or in accordance with the Julian Calendar. Thus, in our example 

above, the date that Nicholas was recorded as a householder in Cambridge could also have been written as 8 Feb 

1635 o. s.

The preceding transcription of The Last Will and Testament of Nicholas Robbins, gives the reader a few examples 

of dates written in the old style. At the end of the Will, Nicholas signed and sealed his Will on "the 7th Day of the 

twelvth month anno Domi: 1650". Remembering that in the calendar of his day, the twelfth month for Nicholas 

was February, thus one way that date might be shown would be 7 Feb 1650/1. Another might be 7 Feb 1650 o.s. 

But no matter which way you show it, Nicholas signed and sealed his Will in the last full month of the year 1650, 

which in the modern calendar is the second month of the year 1651. It appears that Nicholas died a few weeks 
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later as his Will, together with the inventory of his estate, was presented to the General Court at Plymouth on 4 

Mar 1650/1, or 4 Mar 1650 o. s., or 4 Mar 1651, new style.

********************************************************************************************

Obituaries and Memorials

(Editor's Note: This segment honors our family members who have preceded us in death and will be a reoccurring 

feature of the Newsletter. Older as well as recent obituaries and memorials of Nicholas Robbins descendants and 

their spouses are welcome. Readers may submit them as attachments to emails addressed to riaresearch@aol.com 

or by regular post to Lawrence G. Robbins, P.O. Box 8274, Portland, OR, 97207. Please identify your media 

source, i. e., newspaper, on-line site, etc., as well as the date it was printed so that proper attribution can be 

included. Thank you.)

CATHERINE (ROBBINS) LONG "Mrs. Catherine Long, who observed her 100th birthday on September 11, 

1958, passed away at the Tillamook Convalescent Home on October 28, after a few weeks illness. She has made 

her home in Tillamook since 1904 in the big old family home on Fir Avenue and Front Street built by her late 

husband, Frank Long. Living with her for many years has been her daughter, Mrs. Althea Magnuson.

Mrs. Long was born in Pleasant Lake, Nova Scotia, Canada on September 11, 1858, the daughter of Prince and 

Isabella (Purdy) Robbins. She could recall when her parents came from Nova Scotia to Boston. Her mother was 

afraid to make the trip on a steamer as they were just beginning to be used, so they made the long journey by 

sailboat as they thought it was safer. Mrs. Long came to Tillamook County from Wisconsin in 1881, traveling by 

steamboat with her children from Astoria to Bay City, where she met her husband, who had preceded her to the 

coast. She was a member of the Tillamook County Pioneer Association.

Funeral services will be conducted on Saturday, November 1st at 1:00 p.m. in the Memorial Chapel of Lundberg 

& Son with Rev. Donald D. Summers officiating. Interment will be in Bay City IOOF Cemetery.

She is survived by her daughters, Mrs. Irene B. Brasington of Farwell, Michigan and Mrs. Althea B. Magnuson of 

Tillamook; grandchildren living in this area, Mrs. Frances Mae Barley of Chula Vista, California, Oscar 

Magnuson of Brighton, Oregon, Orlando Magnuson of Portland, and others living far away; 20 great-

grandchildren and 30 great-great-grandchildren. Two sons have preceded her in death.

For many years on Mrs. Long's birthday, friends have called during the afternoon and Mrs. Long, while becoming 

increasingly frail, enjoyed meeting her old friends and appreciated the kindness of good neighbors who planned 

the birthday observances for her. She was particularly pleased this year to receive a letter of congratulation from 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower." (Tillamook, Oregon H. & H., October 30, 1958)

NRD: Nicholas Robbins, John Robbins, Jeduthan Robbins (Sr), Jeduthan Robbins (Jr), James Robbins (Sr), James 

Robbins (Jr), Rufus N. Robbins, Prince H. Robbins, Catherine (Robbins) Long
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