The Nicholas Robbins Family - Summer 2011 Newsletter

THE NICHOLAS ROBBINS FAMILY

A Genealogical Miscellany

THE NICHOLAS ROBBINS FAMILY
NEWSLETTER

SUMMER, 2011

Early Robbins & Robins Families of New England
by Lawrence G. Robbins

(Continued from the Winter, 2011 Newsletter)

GEORGE ROBBINS of Chelmsford, Massachusetts is noted in Torrey's New England
Marriages Prior To 1700 in conjunction with each of his three marriages. He and his family
are also covered in great detail in an article entitled "Untangling the Evidence for Two Early
Massachusetts Robbins Families: George of Chelmsford (1657) and Robert of Concord
(1671)" by Eleanor Robbins Sprague and Andrew West Robbins, which appeared in the
NEHGS Register, starting with Vol. 151 (October, 1997) and concluded in Vol. 152
(January, 1998). As the authors note in their introductory remarks, there has been much
confusion over the years as to the relationship between George and Robert, primarily
because they settled in neighboring towns and began appearing in Massachusetts records at
about the same time. While no relationship was found, the exhaustive survey of pertaining
town records and local histories provides the reader with two of the best genealogies for
early New England Robbins families in print. An outline of George Robbins and his family,
based upon the facts set forth in the aforementioned article and in Torrey's Marriages,
follows.

Sprague and Robbins estimated George's birth year around 1640. Torrey made no estimate.
Sprague and Robbins note that George first appeared in Chelmsford records in November,
1657 and that he later had a farm and mill in the southern part of Chelmsford. Both Torrey
and Sprague and Robbins noted three marriages for George, first to Mary , likely
before September, 1667, when the birth of their first child was recorded at Chelmsford.
Mary died in Chelmsford on 24 Sep 1672. George married secondly, Alice

likely by 1675, the estimated birth year of their son, George Robbins (Jr). Alice died at
Chelmsford on 25 Nov 1686. George married thirdly, Mary Baret (or Barrett) on 21 Jan
1687. They were living in Chelmsford when George died in 1689. In addition to his
Chelmsford farm he had meadowland in Billerica, Massachusetts at the time of his death.
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As noted by Sprague and Robbins, the children recorded to George Robbins and first wife,
Mary, included:

1. Mary Robbins, b. 1 Sep 1667 at Chelmsford, m. Samuel Taylor at Concord,
Massachusetts in 1685 and had, all at Concord, (a) Mary Taylor, b. 1688; (b) James
Taylor, b. 1690; (c) Edmund Taylor, b. 1693; and (d) Samuel Taylor (Jr), b. 1695.

2. Philip Robbins, born in 1670 at Chelmsford, still living in February, 1689 when
named in his father's will; thereafter no further record found by Sprague and Robbins.

3. John Robbins, born in 1672 at Chelmsford, m. Dorothy Hildreth at Chelmsford in
1699 and had, all at Chelmsford, (a) Elizabeth Robbins, b. 1700, int. pub. to Jonas
Fletcher in 1722; (b) Joseph Robbins, b. 1702, who died young in 1707; (c) Sarah
Robbins, b. 1704, who died in 1728; (d) Eleanor Robbins, b. 1707, int. pub. to
Ephraim Heald in 1733; (e) John Robbins (Jr), b. 1710, int. pub. to Susannah
Harwood in 1736; (f) Luce Robbins, b. 1712, m. Farmer; (g) Jonas Robbins,
b. 1714, m. Mary Heald in 1738; and (h) Mercy Robbins, b. 1718, m. John Heald in
1743. John Robbins succeeded his father on the family homestead south of
Chelmsford and died there in 1762, age 89. As noted by Sprague and Robbins, the
children recorded to George Robbins and second wife, Alice, included:

4. George Robbins (Jr), born around 1675 at Chelmsford, m. first, Elizabeth Wood in
1697 at Concord and had, all at Concord, (a) Elizabeth Robbins, b. 1698, int. pub. to
Jonathan Proctor in 1720; (b) John Robbins, b. 1700, who removed to Falmouth,
Maine and was still there in 1728; (c) Joseph Robbins, b. 1702, not named in father's
will in 1746; (d) Nathan Robbins, b. 1705, m. Dorothy Barker before 1729 and later
removed to Acton, Massachusetts; (¢) Micah Robbins, born between 1705 and 1711,
m. Abigail and later resided in Bolton, Massachusetts; (f) Mary Robbins,
born between 1705 and 1711, int. pub. to David Rand in 1730, later resided in Stow,
Massachusetts; (g) Ephraim Robbins, b. 1711, m. Lydia Barrett in 1740, and later
resided in Rutland, Massachusetts, Killingly, Connecticut and Amherst,
Massachusetts; (h) Rebecca Robbins, b. 1715, m. Stephen Adams and later resided at
New Ipswich, New Hampshire and Andover, Vermont; and (i) Amos Robbins, b.
1717, not named in father's will in 1746. First wife Elizabeth (Wood) Robbins died at
Stow, Massachusetts in 1718. George Robbins (Jr) m. second, Hannah Hunt in 1720
at Concord and had, both at Stow, (j) Simon Robbins, b. 1721, m. Martha Heald c.
1741 and (k) Nehemiah Robbins, b. c. 1724, m. Elizabeth Hubbard in 1746 at Boston,
Massachusetts. Nehemiah was a mariner and resided at Boston.

Second wife Hannah (Hunt) Robbins died in 1736. George Robbins (Jr) married,
third, Abigail sometime before February, 1744. He died at Acton,
Massachusetts in 1747 and was buried at Stow with his first two wives.

5. Sarah Robbins, b. ¢. 1677 at Chelmsford, m. Benoni Perham at Concord in 1704 and
had, all at Chelmsford, (a) Sary Perham, b. 1705; (b) Lidia Perham, b. 1707; (c) Mary
Perham, b. 1709; (d) Jonathan Perham, b. 1711; (e) Ester Perham, b. 1713; (f) Samuel
Perham, b. 1716; (f) Hannah Perham, b. 1717; and (g) Lidia Perham, second, b. 1722.
Sarah (Robbins) Perham died at Chelmsford in 1742.

6. Samuel Robbins, born 2 Jan 1679 at Chelmsford, m. Dorothy Barrett at Chelmsford in
1702 and had eight children, the first three at Chelmsford and the rest at Killingly,
Connecticut, where he and his family had settled by September, 1710. Those children

were: (a) Jane Robbins, b. 1703, m. Shantery; (b) Mary Robbins, b. 1705,
not named in her father's will; (c) Abigail Robbins, b. 1708, m. ; (d) Samuel
Robbins (Jr), bp. 1711, m. Bethiah ; (¢) Dorothy Robbins, born between
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1711 and 1716, m. Harenton; (f) John Robbins, bp. 1716, m. Abigail
Whitney; (g) Sarah Robbins, bp. 1719, m. Ephraim Warren; and (h) Alice Robbins,
bp. 1723, m. Mathis Whitney. Samuel Robbins (Sr) died at Killingly in 1764.

Eleazer Robbins, born in 1682 at Chelmsford, m. Ruth Wheeler at Concord in 1710
and had, all at Groton, Massachusetts, (a) Jedidiah Robbins, b. 1710, who died around
1732 at age 22; (b) George Robbins, b. 1712, m. Thankful Stevens around 1734 and
later resided in Petersham, Massachusetts and Pittsford, Vermont; (c) Eleazer Robbins
(Jr), b. 1714, m. Lydia Power in 1739 and later resided in Derryfield and
Westmoreland, New Hampshire; (d) Ruth Robbins, b. 1716, married first, Moses
Sawyer in 1739 and second, Justinian Holden in 1741; and (e) Ephraim Robbins, b.
1718, m. Hannah Blanchard in 1743 and later resettled in Westmoreland, New
Hampshire. Eleazer Robbins (Sr) died at Harvard, Massachusetts in 1758.

Benjamin Robbins, born in 1684 at Chelmsford, married first, Hannah Hildreth by
1708 and second, Ann Johnson in 1733. His children, all with first wife Hannah,
were: (a) Benjamin Robbins (Jr), b. 1708, m. Elizabeth Wood c. 1730; (b) Joseph
Robbins, b. 1711, probably died young; (c¢) Jonathan Robbins, twin, b. 1717, m. Mary
Proctor in 1743; (d) Joseph Robbins, twin, b. 1717, m. Mary Chamberlain in 1744; (e)
Zachariah Robbins, b. 1720, m. Elizabeth Proctor in 1744; (f) Sarah Robbins, b. 1724,
m. John Tuttle in 1740; (g) John Robbins, b. 1727, m. Sarah Davis in 1750; and (h)
Hannah Robbins, b. 1731, int. pub. to Charles Eames in 1753. Benjamin Robbins (Sr)
died at Westford, Massachusetts in 1770.

Jonathan Robbins, born in 1686 at Chelmsford, m. Margaret Lund at Concord in 1712
and had, all at Dunstable, Massachusetts, (a) Jane Robbins, b. 1712, m. Stephen Ames
in 1731; (b) Margaret Robbins, b. 1716, probably died before her father in 1725; (c)
Jonathan Robbins (Jr), b. 1718, died in 1746; (d) Eleanor Robbins, b. 1721, m. James
Whitney; (e) and Elizabeth Robbins, b. 1723, no further record given. Jonathan
Robbins (Sr) moved to Dunstable around 1708. In 1724 he joined a company of
rangers, who were providing protection to rural settlements in northern
Massachusetts, southeast New Hampshire and southern Maine. He was among those
who were ambushed and killed by Indians at Fryeburg, Maine in May, 1725.

Joseph Robbins, twin brother of Jonathan (above), who may have died young as he
was not named in his father's will in 1689. As noted in Sprague and Robbins, one
child was recorded to George Robbins and his third wife, Mary (Barrett) Robbins.
That child was:

Thomas Robbins, born in 1687 at Chelmsford, m. Sarah before 1715. They
resided in southwest Chelmsford, later Westford. Their children were: (a) Thomas
Robbins (Jr), first, b. 1715, died young; (b) Sary Robbins, b. 1716, m. Thomas Parrott
in 1739; (c¢) Thomas Robbins (Jr), second, b. 1717, had died by 1747; (d) Hannah
Robbins, b. 1719, no further record; (¢) Mary Robbins, b. 1721, no further record; (f)
Esther Robbins, b. 1723, int. pub. to Joseph Swallow in 1751; (g) Philip Robbins, b.
1725, m. Anna Minot in 1750; (h) Jacob Robbins, born between 1725 and 1730, m.
first, Lydia Heald in 1749 and second, Annis Taylor in 1795; (i) Anna Robbins, bp.
1730, no further record; (j) David Robbins, bp. 1734, no further record; (k) Nathan
Robbins, bp. 1736, no further record; and (1) Jonathan Robbins, bp. 1739, no further
record. Thomas Robbins (Sr) died at Westford, Massachusetts on 6 May 1768.

Summary: According to Eleanor Robbins Sprague and Andrew West Robbins, the most
authoritative sources on George Robbins and his descendants, George first appeared in
Chelmsford records in 1657. By the mid 1660s he had settled in the southern part of
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Chelmsford, where he resided the rest of his life. He died in 1689. Most of his children
remained in Chelmsford and neighboring towns. Exceptions were son Samuel, who resettled
in Killingly, Connecticut; son Eleazer, who moved to Groton, Massachusetts and later
Harvard, Massachusetts; and son Jonathan, who moved to Dunstable, Massachusetts. A few
members of the next generation moved further north into New Hampshire, Vermont and
Maine but by and large this remained a northeastern Massachusetts family into the middle of
the eighteenth century.

No record of kinship between George Robbins of Chelmsford, Massachusetts and Robert
Robbins of Concord and Groton, Massachusetts, was uncovered by Sprague and Robbins in
their research. I have also examined recent Y-DNA test results on the Family Tree DNA
website for possible DNA links between George and Robert. As of August, 2011, there have
been several claims of descent from George but none for Robert, so there is no basis for
comparison. Among those who claim George Robbins as their ancestor, the Y-DNA test
results bear out their kinship.
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SAMUEL ROBBINS of Salisbury, Massachusetts by 1659. Torrey's New England
Marriages Prior To 1700 notes the marriage of Samuel Robbins and Mary Brown in early
September, 1663. There is also an abstracted record of this marriage in the LDS Family
History Library files (Re: FHL M/F # 1036069). The FHL microfilm abstract also notes that
Samuel first appeared in Salisbury records as part of the "country rate" enumeration of 1659.
Savage's Genealogical Dictionary of First Settlers of New England notes Samuel as a
resident of Salisbury at the time of his death but says he was "not a permanent inhabitant".
Both the FHL microfilm and Savage's account make reference to Samuel Robbins's will of
22 Aug 1665. Fortunately this will is preserved in the Essex County Probate Files (Docket
23,790). My transcription of Samuel's will follows.

(Samuel had died by 8 Oct 1672, the date the Court ordered Richard Currier, executor of
Samuel's estate, to produce the will so that it might be proved by the court. It was provided
to the court along with an inventory of Samuel's estate prior to 8 Apr 1673, the date it was
approved by the court.)

"In ye name of God amen: I Samuell Robins of ye towne of Salisbury in ye County of
Norfolk Massechusets in Newengland Planter: being in good health & perfect memory: do
make & ordeine this my last will & testament in manner as followeth that is to say I do give
my whole estate, (my honest & just debts being first payd) to any one, or more of my owne
brethren that shall thinke good to come over into Newengland within three years time after
they shall heare of my decease & if neither one or more of them shall thinke good to come
over: then I do give me whole estate to my dear father John Robins: of Thedingworth in
Licestersheire in old England & if he be not then living I do give & bequeath my whole
estate to my deare Mother Hester Robins: & if she be not living I do give my Said whole
estate to my loveing Brother Joseph Robins: And I do make my beloved friend Richard
Currier of ye towne of Salisbury in Newengland aforesaid my Sole Executor to this my last
will & testament: In wittness wherof [ have herunto set my hand & Seale this 22nd day of
August 1665."
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(Signed and sealed by Samuel Robins and witnessed by Tho. Bradbury, Sr. and Mary
Bradbury)

Inasmuch as Samuel's wife, Mary (Brown) Robbins, is not mentioned in the will, it is
assumed that she had left Samuel's household or passed away prior to August, 1665. It is
also assumed that Samuel had no children as none are mentioned in his will and none have
been found in New England records so far as I have been able to determine. Finally, it is
assumed that several, if not all, of Samuel's "brethren" had yet to come to New England
prior to August, 1665, because by this will he is offering his entire estate to any one or all
his brothers if they "shall think good to come over" within three years after his death. It is
always possible that Samuel had several older brothers who preceded him to New England,
as suggested by Henry Stiles in his John Robbins genealogy in The History of Ancient
Wethersfield, Connecticut, but it seems unlikely.

Family History Library researchers also supplied a family for Samuel Robbins on the
aforementioned microfilm although it should be treated with caution because there is no
reference to a specific parish register nor where that register was examined by the
researcher. The microfilm notes say the records of All Saints parish in Thedingworth show
John and Hester Robins as the the parents of Hester, who married William Chapman on 11
Jun 1666, Obediah, who was baptized 7 Jul 1648, Joshua, who was baptized 7 May 1650,
Daniel, who married Elizabeth about 1680 and Joseph. The microfilm notes also
say that John Robins is buried in the All Saints cemetery and that his gravestone indicates he
died on 12 Aug 1680 at age 73.

Summary: According to Salisbury, Massachusetts records, Samuel Robbins was a resident
there by 1659. Torrey and FHL records indicate he married Mary Brown in early August,
1663. It appears this couple was childless. Samuel's will of 22 Aug 1665, which was proved
in 1673, indicates that his parents, John and Hester Robins, and a brother, Joseph Robins,
were living in Thedingworth, Liecestershire, England at the time of the will. The will also
indicates that Samuel had other brothers in his family, who had not yet been to New
England. FHL records supply the name of four brothers, Obediah, Joshua, Daniel and
Joseph, and a sister, Hester. FHL records also say that, according to his gravestone, John
Robins, father of Samuel, was born about 1607 and died in 1680. Assuming the FHL
abstracted records to be accurate, John Robins, father of Samuel, was not likely the father of
Nicholas Robbins of Duxbury, Massachusetts (born around 1605) or Thomas Robbins of
Salem, Massachusetts (born around 1620). If "Gentleman" John Robbins of Wethersfield,
Connecticut was at least 21 years old when he was first recorded as a land owner there in
1638, then he was born in or before 1617 and could not be the son of John Robins of
Thedingworth, who was born in 1607.
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ROBERT ROBBINS of Concord and Groton, Massachusetts, was noted in Clarence
Torrey's New England Marriages Prior To 1700 in conjunction with his marriage to Mary
Maxwell, probably before 29 Jun 1671 when the birth of their daughter, Mary, was recorded
at Concord, Massachusetts. The only entry in James Savage's Genealogical Dictionary of
First Settlers of New England notes Robert Robbins as a resident of Concord in 1678.
Again, as in the case of George Robbins of Chelmsford, the most authoritative source for
Robert Robbins is an article which appeared in the NEHGS Register (Vol. 151, October,
1997 and Vol. 152, January, 1998) entitled "Untangling the Evidence for Two Early
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Massachusetts Robbins Families: George of Chelmsford (1657) and Robert of Concord
(1671)" by Eleanor Robbins Sprague and Andrew West Robbins. As the authors note in
their introductory remarks, there has been much confusion over the years regarding a
possible blood relationship between George and Robert, primarily because they settled in
neighboring towns and began appearing in Massachusetts records at about the same time.
While no relationship was found by the authors, their exhaustive research has resulted in
two of the best genealogies for early New England Robbins families in print. An outline of
Robert Robbins and his family, based upon the facts set forth in the aforementioned article
and in Torrey's Marriages follows.

Sprague and Robbins found no record of Robert Robbins in New England before the birth of
his daughter Mary at Concord, Massachusetts in 1671. Their research indicates he was a
resident of Concord until the mid-1680s and thereafter in Groton, Massachusetts, where he
bought land from the Nashobah Indians in 1686. Those lands were apparently well situated.
Sprague and Robbins note that in 1702 Groton town officials voted to give Robert three
acres of meadowland and ten acres of upland in exchange for title to his Indian lands. Robert
was likely a farmer throughout his adult life. He is included on the rolls of soldiers who
participated in King Philip's War in 1676.

Sprague and Robbins supply an abstract of Robert Robbins's probate record indicating that
Robert died around 1719 or 1720. His estate was not settled until 1725. According to the
probate record, his wife Mary had died after him but before the estate was settled.

As noted by Sprague and Robbins, the children recorded to Robert and Mary (Maxwell)
Robbins, included:

1. Mary Robbins, b. 29 Jun 1671 at Concord; m. James Dutton at Groton in 1690. This
couple resided at Chelmsford. No record of children found. Mary died in 1724 at
Chelmsford.

2. John Robbins, b. 1 Aug 1673 at Concord; no further record given.

. Robert Robbins (Jr), b. 12 Apr 1675 at Concord, m. first, Mary Dill in 1697 at
Chelmsford and had, all at Groton: (a) Sarah Robbins, b. 1697; (b) John Robbins, b.
1699, m. Hannah by 1727, resided at Littleton, Massachusetts; (c) Mary
Robbins, b. 1702, m. Nathaniel Whitcomb by 1722, resided at Littleton; (d) Elizabeth
Robbins, b. 1704, m. Eleazer Fletcher by 1726, resided at Littleton and Sutton,
Massachusetts; (e) Isaac Robbins, b. 1707, no further record given; (f); Abigail
Robbins, b. 1714, m. Moses Leland in 1738; and (g) James Robbins, b. 1717, m.
Deborah Butterfield in 1740, resided in Littleton and Boxborough, Massachusetts.
Robert Robbins (Jr) m. second, Elizabeth (Shedd) Comings in 1721 at Groton and
had: (h) first Robert Robbins (3rd), b. 1723, died young; (i) second Robert Robbins
(3rd), b. 1726, m. Elizabeth Henly in 1754 at Concord; (j) Esther Robbins, b. 1729,
int. pub. to David Keyes in 1761; and (k) Charles Robbins, b. 1731, still living in
1750.

4. James Robbins, b. 29 Dec 1678 at Concord; no further record given.

5. Anna Robbins, b. 13 Apr 1681 at Concord, m. Stephen Keyes at Chelmsford in 1706
and had, all at Chelmsford: (a) Phebe Keyes, b. 1706; (b) Anna Keyes, b. 1707; (c)
Jonas Keyes, b. 1709; and Robert Keyes, b. 1711.

6. Ebenezer Robbins, b. c. 1683, probably at Concord, m. Margaret Barrett c. 1702 and
had: (a) Joseph Robbins, b. 1703 at Groton, m. first, Elizabeth and second,
Mary Chamberlain in 1748, resided at Lancaster, Oxford, Sutton and Douglas,

[98)

Page 6 of 12



The Nicholas Robbins Family - Summer 2011 Newsletter

Massachusetts; (b) Keziah Robbins, b. 1705 at Groton, m. Samuel Stearns in 1731 at
Littleton, resided at Lancaster; (c) Zerviah Robbins, b. 1708 at Concord, no further
record given; (d) Sarah Robbins, b. 1713 at Littleton, m. Samuel Cummings in 1734
at Groton, resided at New Sherburn and Douglas, Massachusetts; (¢) Rebecca
Robbins, b. 1716 at Littleton, no further record given; (f) Hannah Robbins, b. 1720 at
Littleton, no further record given; (g) William Robbins, b. 1726 at Littleton, no further
record given; and (h) Ebenezer Robbins, birth year and birth order uncertain, m. first,
Jane Titus in 1744 and second, Susannah Kingsbury in 1763, resided at Douglas,
Massachusetts.

7. Nathaniel Robbins, b. c. 1685, probably at Groton, m. first, Elizabeth by
1712 and had (a) Elizabeth Robbins, b. 1713, m. Joseph Preston in 1734 at Windham,
Connecticut, resided in Connecticut; (b) Mary Robbins, b. 1714, m. Nathaniel
Johnson in 1734 at Hampton, Connecticut, resided in Connecticut; (c) Ann Robbins,
b. 1716, m. Nathaniel Gates in 1736 at Canterbury, Connecticut, resided at Hardwick
and Warren, Massachusetts and Sharon, Connecticut; (d) Jehiel Robbins, b. 1719, m.
first, Hannah Farnam in 1744 and second, Mary Bennet in 1758, resided in Windham
and Hampton, Connecticut; (¢) John Robbins, b. 1721, m. Rebekah Farnham in 1748,
resided in Hampton; (f) Patience Robbins, bp. 1723 at Canterbury, m. Eben Smith in
1743 at Canterbury; and (g) Abigail Robbins, bp. 1726 at Canterbury, m. Jonathan
Carver in 1746 at Canterbury. Elizabeth Robbins, first wife of Nathaniel, died in
Canterbury in 1729. Nathaniel m. second, Phebe Varnum, date not given. Apparently
no children from second marriage as none noted. Nathaniel died at Hampton in 1753.

8. Elizabeth Robbins, b. c. 1688, probably at Groton, m. John Powers at Concord in
1710 and had (a) Robert Powers, b. 1711 at Concord, m. first, Mary and
second, Anna Wetherby in 1752; (b) John Powers, b. 1713 at Littleton, m. Mary
Stearns; (c) Reuben Powers, b. 1714 at Littleton, m. Azubah Wheeler in 1741; (d)
Mary Powers, b. 1716 at Littleton, no further record given; (e) Elizabeth Powers, b.
1717 at Littleton and died there in 1763; (f) Phebe Powers, b. 1719 at Littleton, no
further record given; (g) Joanna Powers, b. 1720 at Littleton, no further record given;
(h) Keziah Powers, b. 1723 at Littleton, probably married David Powers (Jr) in 1744;
and (1) Miriam Powers, b. 1725 at Littleton, no further record given.

9. Thomas Robbins, birth order uncertain, probably born at Groton between 1687 and
1689, m. Lydia Adams at Concord in 1713 and had (a) Thankful Robbins, b. 1714 at
Chelmsford, m. Ambrose Chase in 1734 at Grafton, resided at Sutton, Massachusetts;
(b) Lydia Robbins, b. 1716 at Chelmsford, m. Joshua Howe in 1736 at Grafton,
Massachusetts, later resided at Westmoreland, New Hampshire; (c) Leah Robbins, b.
1718 at Chelmsford, m. Timothy Chase c. 1740, resided at Grafton, Templeton and
Royalston, Massachusetts; (d) Robert Robbins, b. 1720 at Littleton, m. Mary Newton
in 1748, possibly at Rutland, Massachusetts, resided at Petersham, Massachusetts and
Westmoreland; (e) Edith Robbins, b. 1724 at Littleton, m. James Dutton (Jr) in 1751
at Chelmsford, resided at Chelmsford; (f) Mary Robbins, b. 1726 at Grafton, possibly
m. Jonathan Hildreth (Jr) in 1749 at Chelmsford; (g) Nathaniel Robbins, b. 1729 at
Grafton, no further record given; and (h) Anna Robbins, b. 1732 at Grafton, m. Daniel
Howe in 1754 at Westmoreland, resided at Westmoreland and Barre, Templeton,
Phillipston and Hubbardston, Massachusetts.

Thomas and Lydia resided in Chelmsford and Grafton, Massachusetts, as well as
Westmoreland and Charlestown, New Hampshire. Sprague and Robbins found several
conflicting accounts regarding the deaths of Thomas and Lydia. It would appear that
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both were captured by the Indians near their home in Charlestown, Thomas in April,
1757, and Lydia in August, 1758 and that both may have died in captivity.

Summary: According to Eleanor Robbins Sprague and Andrew West Robbins, the most
authoritative sources on Robert Robbins and his descendants, Robert first appeared in
Concord records in 1671. He may be the Robert Robbins, who served under Capt. John
Cutler during the King Philip's War on a march to Grafton in 1676. Robert resided at
Concord until around 1686, the year he bought land from the Nashobah Indians in the
vicinity of Groton and resettled there with his family. It appears that Robert was a farmer at
both locales. No record of his death was found in the Groton vital records but when his
estate was inventoried in 1725, the court record indicates he had been dead for five or six
years and that his wife had died in the interim. Some of his children moved further west into
central Massachusetts and southwestern New Hampshire. One branch settled in Windham
County, Connecticut.

No record of kinship between Robert Robbins of Concord and Groton, Massachusetts and
George Robbins of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, was uncovered by Sprague and Robbins in
their research. I have also examined recent Y-DNA test results on the Family Tree DNA
website for possible DNA links between Robert and George. As of August, 2011, there are
several claims of descent from George but none for Robert, so there is no basis for
comparison. Among those who claim George Robbins as their ancestor, the Y-DNA test
results bear out their kinship.
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JOHN ROBBINS of Topsfield, Massachusetts, conveyed land to John Porter of Salem on
20 Feb 1671 according to deed abstracts found in the LDS Family History Library files (Re:
FHL M/F # 1036069). Torrey's New England Marriages Prior To 1700 notes the marriage
of John Robins and Sarah Child on 13 Oct 1680 at Marblehead (or Warwick),
Massachusetts.

In 1917 H. N. Latey published a genealogy entitled The Robbins Family of Cape Cod. In his
introductory remarks he cites earlier compilations by I. Gilbert Robbins and Josiah Paine,
together with published vital records in the Mayflower Descendant (magazine) and
elsewhere, as his sources. The text of the genealogy includes an occasional reference to vital
records but there are no footnotes, endnotes or bibliographical references. Latey includes the
caveat that his work "doubtless contains many errors and omissions". I have used his
genealogy as the basis for the summary that follows. The reader should proceed with
caution.

Latey poses three possible origins for the John Robbins who settled on Cape Cod: First, that
he was the son of Richard Robbins of Cambridge. This seems unlikely as contemporary
records in Cambridge say that John, son of Richard, died in a whirlwind in 1680; Second,
that he was the son of a Nathaniel Robbins, who supposedly married Mary Hinckley of
Barnstable in 1641. Also unlikely. That Mary Hinckley, daughter of Samuel Hinckley, was
too young. She was born in 1631 in Kent, England and came to New England with her
family in 1635; Finally, that he was the John Robbins, who married Sarah Child(s) in 1680
at Marblehead, Massachusetts and resettled on Cape Cod, residing first at Eastham and later
at Harwich, where he was still living in 1717. This alternative seems much more likely.
Torrey's Marriages also notes that the John Robins who married Sarah Child, was still living
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in 1717.

Latey supplies an abstract of a deed, dated 30 Oct 1713, from the records of Hon. Josiah
Paine, wherein Samuel Robbins, son of John and Sarah Robbins, conveys fifty acres of land
at North Harwich to his younger brother, James Robbins, on the condition that James
maintain and care for their parents for the rest of their lives. Latey states that he could find
no records of birth for the children of John and Sarah Robbins but that this couple had at
least three sons, who settled with them on Cape Cod. Those sons were:

1. Roger Robbins, born before 1690, m. first, Mercy Blackman in 1710 and secondly,
Hannah Crowell in 1758. Roger and Hannah had no children. The children of Roger
and Mercy included: (a) Richard Robbins, b. 1712, probably at Yarmouth,
Massachusetts, m. Hannah Berry in 1733 at Yarmouth, resided in Yarmouth and
Harwich; (b) Eleazer Robbins, b. 1715, probably at Yarmouth, m. first, Mehitable
Weeks in 1736; second, Mary Bassett in 1753; and third, Thankful (Baker) Butler in
1760. Eleazer resided at Brewster, Massachusetts. (c) James Robbins, (twin), b. 1717
at Yarmouth, probably died young; (d) Eleanor Robbins, (twin), b. 1717 at Yarmouth,
nothing further noted; (e) John Robbins, b. 1719 at Yarmouth, m. first, Elizabeth
Downs in 1750 and second, Abigail Rogers in 1758, resided in Yarmouth; (f) Lydia
Robbins, b. 1721 at Yarmouth, m. Beriah Broadbrooks in 1737; and (g) Timothy
Robbins, b. 1724 at Yarmouth, m. Jane Laha in 1753, resided at Yarmouth.

2. Samuel Robbins, born around 1690, m. Desire Chase in 1713 and had, all at
Yarmouth: (a) Hannah Robbins, b. 1712 (?), no further record given; (b) Priscilla
Robbins, b. 1715 and m. James Cowen in 1736; (¢) Thankful Robbins, b. 1718, m.
Simeon Covel in 1746; (d) Seth Robbins, b. 1720, no further record given; (e) first
Desire Robbins, b. 1723, probably died young; (f) Joseph Robbins, b. 1727, m. Rose
Covel in 1749; (g) Jonathan Robbins, b. 1730, no further record given; (h) second
Desire Robbins, b. 1733, died in 1742; (i) Martha Robbins, b. 1735, no further record
given; and (j) Mary Robbins, b. 1736, no further record given.

3. James Robbins, born around 1690, m. Thankful Higgins in 1714 at Eastham,
Massachusetts and had one child before his early death in late 1717. That child was
Joseph Robbins, b. 1714 at Yarmouth, who "possibly" m. Desire Homer in 1754. As
noted previously, in October, 1713, James had agreed with his brother Samuel to
maintain and care for their parents in exchange for some property in North Harwich.
According to Latey, James mentioned his father, John Robbins, in his will dated 6
Nov 1717 and proved 22 Jan 1718, so it would seem that his father outlived him.

Summary: According to FHL researchers, John Robbins first appeared in Topsfield,
Massachusetts deed records in 1671. He next appeared in the Marblehead vital records in
conjunction with his marriage to Sarah Child(s) in 1680. There seems to be general
agreement that John and Sarah Robbins later resettled on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, first at
Eastham and later at Harwich. The primary researcher on this family, H. N. Latey, believes
this couple had three sons: Roger, Samuel and James. John was still living in November,
1717, when he was named in his son James's will. According to Latey, this Robbins family
resided on Cape Cod through the third generation. Thereafter, some branches moved
elsewhere in Massachusetts and to Rhode Island and Maine.
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WILLIAM ROBBINS of Reading and Walpole, Massachusetts. According to Torrey's New
England Marriages Prior To 1700, William married Priscilla Gowing on 2 Jul 1680.
Savage's Genealogical Dictionary of First Setllers of New England says William was a
freeman at Reading in 1691. In 1949, Dana W. Robbins authored a very detailed and well
documented account of this family entitled William Robbins of Reading and Walpole,
Massachusetts, which I have used as the basis for the summary which follows.

Based on his age at death, William Robbins was born about 1651. No birth records have
been found. He was a resident of Reading, about ten miles north of Boston, at the time of his
marriage. There is a record of his service in King Philip's War in 1676 in a campaign against
the Nipmunks near Webster, Massachusetts. As a result of his service he was awarded a
grant of land near Dedham, Massachusetts, southwest of Boston. He later resettled there. In
1724, the part of old Dedham where his farm was situated became part of the new township
of Walpole. William was a constable in Dedham in 1692 and a petitioner to the General
Court for the establishment of Walpole. He died at Walpole on 18 Aug 1725 in his 74th
year. Priscilla survived him. She died at Walpole on 5 Mar 1744. They are buried together at
the Kendall Street Cemetery in Walpole.

Children recorded to William and Priscilla (Gowing) Robbins included:

1. Elizabeth Robbins, b. 28 Oct 1680 in Reading, m. first, Jeremiah Ruggles in 1708 and
second, Nathaniel Heaton in 1739. Her children, all with her first husband, were: (a)
Jeremiah Ruggles (Jr), b. 1710; (b) Mehitable Ruggles, b. 1712; (c) Sarah Ruggles, b.
1714; and (d) Elizabeth Ruggles, b. 1716. Author says "list may not be complete".

2. William Robbins (Jr), b. c. 1682 at Reading, m. Hannah Clap in 1703. William
inherited the family farm in Walpole from his father and lived there for the rest of his
life. He also received a grant in Greenwich, Rhode Island based on his father's service
in King Philip's War. William and Mary had, all at Walpole: (a) first William Robbins
(3rd), b. 1704, died in infancy; (b) Mary Robbins, b. 1709, m. John Pattin in 1732; (c)
Hannah Robbins, b. 1712, m. Jonathan Lawrence (Jr) in 1738; (d) second William
Robbins (3rd), b. 1715, m. Phebe Smith in 1740, resided in Walpole; (e) Eleazer
Robbins, b. 1718, m. first, Mary Underwood in 1744 and second, Elizabeth Savill in
1760. Eleazer resettled in Foxboro, Massachusetts; (f) Daniel Robbins, b. 1722, m.
Mary Fisher in 1751. Daniel resettled in Winthrop, Maine; (g) Abigail Robbins, b.
1725, m. Stephen Clap in 1750.

3. Aquilla Robbins, b. c. 1685 at Reading, m. Mehitable Clark in 1708 and had, all at
Walpole: (a) Mary Robbins, b. 1709, m. Josiah Morse in 1727; (b) Aquilla Robbins
(Jr), b. 1710, m. first, Hannah Clark in 1730 and second, Mary Carr in 1783; (¢)
Benoni Robbins, b. 1712, d. unmarried at Medfield, Massachusetts in 1731. Aquilla
Robbins (Sr) resided in Walpole. He died there in November, 1712, a month before
the birth of his third child.

4. John Robbins, b. c. 1688 at Reading, m. Hannah Clark in 1709 and had thirteen
children, the last when Hannah was 44 years old. Their children were: (a) Hannah
Robbins, b. 1709 in Medfield, m. John Day in 1730 at Attleborough, Massachusetts;
(b) Priscilla Robbins, b. 1710 in Medfield, no further record given; (c) John Robbins
(Jr), b. 1713 in Medfield, m. first, Martha White in 1742 at Attleborough and second,
Joanna Kingsbury in 1777 at Attleborough. John Robbins (Jr) resided at Attleborough
and Wrentham, Massachusetts. (d) Esther Robbins, b. 1715 in Attleborough, m.
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Samuel Sweetland in 1733; (¢) David Robbins, b. 1717 in Attleborough, m. Catherine
Tyler in 1740, resided at Ashford and Middlefield, Connecticut; (f) Joseph Robbins,
b. 1719 in Attleborough, m. Lucy , date not given, resettled in Ashford,
Connecticut around 1740; (g) Abigail Robbins, (twin), b. 1721 in Attleborough, m.
Noah Read in 1742 at Attleborough; (h) Sarah Robbins, (twin), b. 1721 in
Attleborough, m. Benjamin Day, date not given; (i) Benjamin Robbins, b. 1724 in
Attleborough, m. Elizabeth Hemenway in 1747 at Southborough, Massachusetts.
Benjamin was a resident of Sturbridge, Massachusetts prior to 1748; (j) Kezia
Robbins, b. 1727 in Attleborough, m. Nathaniel Robinson in 1744 at Attleborough;
(k) Ichabod Robbins, b. 1729 at Attleborough, m. first, Zerviah Rich and second,
Mary Barker. Ichabod also resettled in Sturbridge, Massachusetts; (1) Ezekiel
Robbins, b. 1732 at Attleborough, m. Lydia Titus in 1755, resettled at Ashford,
Connecticut with his brothers, David and Joseph; (m) Jonathan Robbins, b. 1736 in
Attleborough, m. Jane Yeats in 1759, resided in Attleborough. John Robbins (Sr) was
a farmer. He and Hannah resided in Medfield for about five years after their marriage.
By 1715 they had resettled in Attleborough, where they lived out their lives.

5. Ebenezer Robbins, b. 1691, probably at Dedham, Massachusetts, m. first, Mary Fales
in 1720 at Dedham, and second, Experience Holmes in 1729 at Woodstock,
Connecticut. Ebenezer fathered fourteen children, the first four with Mary and the
remainder with Experience. All the children were born on Ebenezer's farm at that part
of Dedham which became Walpole in 1724. Ebenezer resided there throughout his
life. The children were: (a) Mary Robbins, b. 1720, m. William Woodcock in 1737,
(b) Sarah Robbins, b. 1722, m. Thomas Page in 1742; (c¢) Ebenezer Robbins (Jr), b.
1724, m. Priscilla Carroll in 1747, resettled in Maine, first on the Fox Islands and later
at Union and Thomaston; (d) Oliver Robbins, b. 1727, m. first, Elioni Shepard in
1746 and second, Chloe Blackenton in 1775. Like his brother, Ebenezer (Jr), Oliver
also resettled in Thomaston, Maine. (e) Philip Robbins, b. 1730, m. Jemima Smith in
1750, also resettled in Union, Maine; (f) first Margaret Robbins, b. 1732 and died in
infancy; (g) Benony Robbins, b. 1733, m. Martha Shepard in 1760, resided at
Attleborough, Massachusetts and Marlboro, New Hampshire; (h) Experience Robbins,
b. 1735, m. William Gregory in 1754, resided in Thomaston and Camden, Maine; (i)
Josiah Robbins, b. 1737, m. Sarah Smith in 1765, resettled in Maine with several of
his siblings, residing at Stirlington, Sharon, Franklin and Union; (j) second Margaret
Robbins, b. 1740, m. Isaiah Tolman in 1759; (k) Tabitha Robbins, b. 1742, m. Jesse
Morse in 1766; (1) Isaac Robbins, b. 1744, died unmarried in 1762 while serving in
the French and Indian War; (m) first Nathaniel Robbins, b. 1747, died at five months;
(n) second Nathaniel Robbins, b. 1748, died in 1770, no further record given.

6. Ezekiel Robbins, b. 1694 at Dedham, Massachusetts, m. Mary Clap in 1721. They
resided at Walpole, where Ekekiel was an innkeeper and a well respected church
deacon. They had one child, Ezekiel Robbins (Jr), who died in infancy in 1725. Much
of their estate was left to their church.

Summary: The last of the Robbins in this series, William of Reading and Walpole,
Massachusetts, made his first appearance in New England records as a soldier in King
Philip's War in 1676. In 1680 he married Priscilla Gowing. They resided at Reading, north
of Boston until about 1691, when they resettled at Dedham on a land grant William received
for his war service. The part of Dedham where his farm was situated later fell within the
bounds of Walpole. William died in 1725 in his 74th year. William and Priscilla had six
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children. Most remained in Walpole. By the next generation, branches of this family could
be found in central Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Maine.
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